Preface.

Johann Sebastian Back’s Artof Pugue
this hitherto unsurpassed, unigque pro-
duct of harmonic wmgenuity - contain-
g every kind of counterpotntand canon
tn one and the same theme_1s the last
work which ‘the: great masitor arote
© down: with his own hand. A serious
eye - disease prevented him, however,
Jrom guite completing the work, and
kastened his death. This accounts for
the: noncompletion of the last Sugue
.| (page 78) consisitng of 3 tlwmes, A
N theilast of whick the letters spelling
kisiname are heard in.b,a,c,A* Bach
also concetved, but mever carried out,
the unexampled idea of concluding Ins
&great work with a fugue whick was to
contain no fewer than 4 themes, all
4 parts of which were to be inverted
and thus, as the most eminent master-
piece to form the key-stome to the
Art of Fugue (cf. Forkel, Life of Bach,
pp. BR-54).

Tke first edition of all, which ap-
peared in the year 1752, i.e. two years
after the author’s death, contained, as
a supplement, the four-part hymn- |
tune: ,When we must suffer deepest
woe” whick s still to be found tn some
of the early manuscripts. This hymn-
tune Bach dictated a few days before
he died, when he was completely blind,
tnto the pen of his son-in-law Altnikol,
and it was afterwards added to the
work as .a sort of compensation for the
tncompleted last fugue. This may have
&wen rise to the idea that said hymn-
tune belongs to the Art of Fugue,
which ts, however, highly tmprobable
as it shows no relation to, or connec-
tion whatever with, the plan of the
work, for which reason the hymn - tune
does not appear in this edition, but
in the Organ-book

*(h:7s the German letter for our note
b, T'r.Note the German b corresponding
to our be.)
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CHANONE 1.

Canone per augmentationem in motu contrario.
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CANONE III.
Canone alla decima
(in contrapunto alla terza.)

p sempre legato

p Allegro assai.
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CHANONE IV.

Canone alla duodecima
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(in contrapunto alla quinta))
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